TOWN OF EMPIRE

30 East Park Avenue –P.O. Box 100 Empire CO 80438-0100
303/569-2978 – 303/569-2282 fax
February 26, 2020
Planning Commission Minutes
Planning Commission Members Present
Chairman Brian Gilbert, Sue Hauser,  Sally Rush, Denise Tennant, 

Police chief John Stein

Approval of Agenda
MS. RUSH MOVED TO APPROVE THE REGULAR SCHEDULED PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA FOR FEBRUARY, 2020, MS. HAUSER PROVIDED THE SECOND AND ALL WERE IN FAVOR.  
Approval of September 25, 2019 Minutes.

Chairperson Gilbert added “people” after “Out of Town” under Ordinance 231 – Off Highway Vehicles, Issues discussed:second bullet. 

MS. HAUSER MOVED TO APPROVE THE  PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES FOR SEPTEMBER 25, 2019 WITH THE ABOVE CORRECTION,  MS. RUSH  PROVIDED THE SECOND AND ALL WERE IN FAVOR

Approval of Jnauary 29, 2020 Minutes

MS. HAUSER MOVED TO APPROVE THE  PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES FOR SEPTEMBER 25, 2019 WITH NO CORRECTIONS,  MS. TENNANT  PROVIDED THE SECOND AND ALL WERE IN FAVOR
Public Comment
Melissa Martin stated she repsresnet twelve people who want the OHV Ordinance rescinded.

MoJo Lucas outlined his plans for a county fair on August 15, 2020 in Empire. He would like to coordinate it with a farmers market.

Mayor and Commission Member reports
Ms. Rush reported the census mobile unit is scheduled to come to Empire on May 16, 2020.She was ask about the availability of WI FI at the visitors center. Ms. Hauser said she felt WI FI was available throughout town. Mr. Lucas said she would probably need as Hotspot to have adequate WIFI at the visitors center, and the library had them available.

Mr. Gilbert voiced concern over holding an event at the park, when the road to the park was in such bad shape. He was concerned that excess traffic would make the road worse. 
Review of Habitat Plans for 325 East Mountain

The commission reviewed the plans and noticed a set of stairs encroaching in the offset on the east side of the structure. The Ordinance reads:

1.3.2
Structures  not classified as buildings and six (6) inches or more in height from the lowest elevation of the structure foot print shall be subject to the setback, offset, height limitations and open space requirements of the Ordinance, except as may be specifically otherwise provided.

MS. HAUSER MADE A MOTION TO DENY APPROVAL OF THE PLANS FOR 325 EAST MOUNTAIN DUE TO THE ENCROACHMENT OF A STRUCTURE IN THE OFFSET. MS. TENNANT PROVIDED THE SECOND AND ALL WERE IN FAVOR.

Revisions on Ordinance 231 – Off Highway Vehicles.

Despite numerous interruptions from the audience, the Planning Commission agreed on the following revisions to Ordinance 231:

· Section 2.
Definitions: 

· Use State definition for (1) Off-highway vehicle

Section 4.
Additional Rules for Operation of Off-Highway Vehicles.

· Add:

· (1)
All Off-highway vehicles  operators must obtain a permit from the Town of Empire.

Are permits per vehicle or per rider????



a) Applicants must sign an affidavit agreeing to the rules.

b) Permits will be accompanied by a sticker, which must be displayed in a visible location on each OHV

c) Permits will be valid for _______years at the cost of ______ per year

· (8) OHV’s are not permitted on North Main or South Bard Creek Road, except when crossing perpendicular to the road.

· (9) OHV’s may only cross US 40 at intersections and not at the intersection of North Main or South Bard Creek Road.

· (10) OHV’s ARE NOT permitted on county roads outside of town limits.

· (11) All OHV’s operated in accordance with this ordinance shall be used solely for the purpose of normal transportation having a specific destination using the most direct route.

Section 5.
Penalties

·        Change



· (1).  Violation of this ordinance shall be a non-criminalized traffic infraction and is punishable by a $50.00 fine for the 1st offense, $75.00 fine for the second offense, and $125.00 fine for subsequent offenses, within a one year period.?????
· Add:

· (2) Three infractions in one year will result in the revocation of the permit.

a) Persons with revoked permit will not be illegible for a new permit for _______   years.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45
_____________________________________   ___________________________
(planning commission chair)                                 (town clerk)
