
TOWN OF EMPIRE
30 East Park Avenue –P.O. Box 100 Empire CO 80438-0100

303/569-2978 – 303/569-2282 fax
To: Empire Board of Trustees

From:  Empire Planning Commission

Re: Amendment to Ordinance 170

September 26, 2018

The Empire Planning Commission recognizes the need to revise our ordinances to establish regulations for new situations as they arise.  Currently, the long-term use of storage containers and the long-term parking of RV's on public streets has created undue hardship to our town. We also see the need for additional review of building permit applications. Therefore, we recommend the following changes to the zoning Ordinance 170.
Add to:

 ARTICLE II
Basic Definitions, and Interpretations.  

Recreational Vehicle means a vehicle designed to be used primarily as temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, travel or seasonal use that either has its own motor power or is mounted on or towed by another vehicle. Recreational vehicles shall also include any boat on a boat trailer, a snowmobile, a camping trailer, a fifth wheel trailer, a motor home, a travel trailer, a truck camper and ATV.

Amend to read:
ARTICLE V.    
Permits and Approvals
1.
Building Permits
1.1
No building or other structure shall be erected, moved, added to, or structurally

altered without a permit issued by the Building Inspector.  No building permit shall be issued except in conformity with the provisions of this Ordinance and the Uniform Building Code, as adopted herein.  In the event of a conflict between the provisions of this Ordinance and the Uniform Building Code, the provisions of this Ordinance shall control.  Building permits must additionally include the signature of the Zoning Officer and the signature of the Planning Commission Chair, certifying that the proposed construction is in compliance with the provisions of this Ordinance.

2.  
Application for Building Permits
2.1
Applications for building permits shall be accompanied by plans in triplicate, drawn to scale. The actual dimensions and shape of the lot to be built upon; the exact sizes and locations on the lot of buildings already existing, if any; and the location and dimensions of the proposed building or alteration are required if the building footprint is expanded or altered.  The application shall include such other information as lawfully may be required by the Zoning Officer, Planning Commission and Building Inspector, including a certified survey; if deemed necessary by the zoning officer, description of existing or proposed uses of the building and land; the number of families or dwelling units  the building is designated to accommodate; conditions existing on the lot; and other such matters as may be necessary to determine conformance with and provide for enforcement of this Ordinance. A fee shall accompany the application (see county fee schedule).

Amend to read:
ARTICLE VI.    General Application of Regulations and Nonconforming Situations


1.5
Temporary Structures 
1.5.1  
Intent 


To provide for the regulation of temporary structures and uses. This Ordinance 
shall apply to temporary residences, temporary construction offices and temporary signs.   Shipping containers, also known as connexes, are considered temporary structures..For the purposes of this section, the term "temporary" shall mean a period of up to six (6) months unless a current building permit is in effect on the property. 
1.5.2      General Requirements and Procedures

Prior to the establishment and use of a temporary structure, the applicant shall be required to provide the following:

1.5.2 (a)
Submit a plot plan showing location of the use, setbacks and any other pertinent information to the Town Zoning Officer for review.  The plan must conform with all applicable zoning requirements of the district in which the use is to be located.  

1.5.2 (b) Upon favorable review by the Town Zoning Officer, the applicant may obtain a building permit for the requested use.

1.5.2 (c)
The permit granted by the Town Zoning Officer shall expire six (6) months from the date of issuance.  A maximum of three (3) permits may be granted per use.  All temporary structures shall be removed and uses discontinued at the expiration of the third permit.

1.5.2 (d)   Shipping container (connex) permits will only be granted with a current building permit, and will expire one year after date of  issuance or 30 days after a Certificate of Occupancy is issued, whichever comes first.
1.5.2 (e)  All other permits granted by the Town Zoning Officer shall expire six (6) months from the date of issuance. A maximum of three (3) permits may be granted per use.  All temporary structures shall be removed and uses discontinued at the expiration of the third permit.

1.5.2 (f)
All written requests for renewal shall be submitted to the Town Zoning Officer a minimum of ten (10) working days prior to expiration date.
Add to:
ARTICLE VII.
Zoning Districts and Standards

Section 2.2.2


2.2.2 (d)
  Recreational Vehicles left upon a public street, highway, right-of-way or any other public property,  for more than seventy-two (72) hours unattended and unmoved will be considered an abandon vehicle.

INTRODUCED, READ AND PASSED ON FIRST READING at a Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Town of Empire, Colorado, held on the 11th day of December, 2018                                                                                                                                                           

            PUBLIC HEARING held on the 15th day of January, 2019.  

            PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED, on second reading and following public hearing, by the Board of Trustees of the Town of Empire, Colorado, on the 15th day of January, 2019.

                                                                                    ____________________________________

                                                                                    Mayor

ATTESTED AND CERTIFIED:                                    APPROVED AS TO FORM:

 _______________________________                              _______________________________                                                                                                                        Town Clerk                                                                                   Town Attorney



