TOWN OF EMPIRE
30 East Park Avenue –P.O. Box 100 Empire CO 80438-0100

303/569-2978 – 303/569-2282 fax

Board of Trustees
March 17, 2020

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 6:42 PM.
Roll Call
Present: Mayor Sue Hauser, Trustee Wendy Koch, Trustee Denise Tennant, Police Chief John Stein, Police Deputy Andrew Lorenz, Town Clerk Jeannette Piel.
Absent: Trustee Shawn McElroy, Trustee Richard McClellan, Trustee Linda Robertson, Town Attorney Brandon Dittman. Trustee Dave Jakobik arrived at 7:05.

Census Update


April 1st, Census kick-off day: The Census will not be giving away coffee and breakfast burritos on April 1st as originally planned. No event is planned, just social media.


May 16th, Census Community Event, “Count Me in Empire,” at Theobold Park: The Census is still planning this event, including a van or bus in the parking lot at Theobold Park as a mobile office and Hotspot, as discussed in the February board meeting.


The Census has loaned a tablet and voting booth to Town Hall so that people can fill out their Census online, but we haven’t opened Town Hall to the public for that yet. The Town and the Census together are looking into a mobile Hot Spot for Theobold Park so people can “drive in” to complete the Census. Town Clerk Piel will coordinate.

Public Comment
No Public Comment

February List of Bills

The board received a copy of the February list of bills, and it is posted on the door of Town Hall, at the Post Office, and on the website. There were no questions or concerns.

Reports

· Police – Chief Stein provided a monthly report with stats and updates.

· Mayor –


Bids on Chevy – We receive one bid for $856.00 from Larry Mason. He is returning to town on April 1st and will pick up the truck at that time.


Appointees to Town Board – We have 4 or 5 people interested in the vacant board positions. The letters of intent will be given to the Board and the applicants will be asked to attend the May 19th Board Meeting for consideration and selection.


Planning Grant – We received a $10,000.00 planning grant for a project needs assessment (PNA) for the new water system. This grant has a 20% match. Wendy Koch, Sue Hauser, Rob Anderson and Wei Ye from JVA engineering and Rob Connell from Ramey Environmental, met with the Buckland’s and the Guanella’s to discuss possible options for access through their property. One option is drilling a well to utilize the storage we have in Guanella Reservoir. 


Property East of Town – the interested buyer does not think there is enough land to build on if we do not sell the adjacent parcel of land owned by the Town. The Board discussed the possibility of only granting an easement. Trustee Tennant says a ROW would be a better way to go.

· Attorney – No Report

· Admin – 


COVID19 – At this time, Town Hall is still open.


No Easter Egg Hunt & Breakfast because of the COVID19 ban on 10 or more people gathering.

· Town Hall – No Report

· Parks and Recreation – No Report

· Streets and Maintenance – No Report

· Water/Wastewater –


The estimate for replacement of the green shed is currently at $30,000.00. The Board previously approved $20,000.00 in the January Board meeting. The mayor can approve up to an additional $10,000.00. This project is required by the state and the Town faces fines if it is not completed. The deadline for the project is April 30th, 2020.


345 North Main frozen water line - Banky replaced the valve at the curb stop, and Terry Gray, the maintenance man, heat taped the Town line to help it thaw. The line did thaw.


Hard Rock Café frozen drain line – The line partially thawed with the warmer weather; it should thaw completely on its own.

· CCEDC – The CCEDC is working on a training class for operating a small business.

· CDOT – Wendy is still negotiating with the county to get repairs done on North Main. Some vehicles need moved from the area by the park so there is room to dump road materials. Chief Stein has been in contact with the owner and will take care of the problem.

7:05 PM Trustee Dave Jakobik arrived

Approval of Agenda
The agenda was rearranged to accommodate the lack of a quorum at 6:30. (see attached)

TRUSTEE TENNANT MOTIONED TO APPROVE THE AGENDA, FOR  MARCH 17, 2020, AS AMENDED, TRUSTEE KOCH PROVIDED THE SECOND AND ALL WERE IN FAVOR.
Approval of Minutes
TRUSTEE JAKOBIK MOTIONED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FOR FEBRUARY 18, 2020, WITH NO CORRECTIONS, TRUSTEE TENNANT PROVIDED THE SECOND AND ALL WERE IN FAVOR.

Resolution 20-06 - A Resolution To Set Monthly Charges For Water And Sewer Service

TRUSTEE KOCH MOTIONED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 2020-06: A RESOLUTION TO SET MONTHLY CHARGES FOR WATER AND SEWER SERVICE, TRUSTEE TENNANT PROVIDED THE SECOND AND ALL WERE IN FAVOR. Effective immediately

Resolution No. 20-07 A Resolution Regarding Cancellation Of Election, Declaration Deeming Candidates Elected

TRUSTEE KOCH MOTIONED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 2020-07: A RESOLUTION REGARDING CANCELLATION OF ELECTION, DECLARATION DEEMING CANDIDATES ELECTED, TRUSTEE TENNANT PROVIDED THE SECOND AND ALL WERE IN FAVOR. The April 7th, 2020 election will be canceled, and the candidates will take office April 21st, 2020.

Resolution No. 20-08 Declaring a State of Emergency for the Town of Empire

TRUSTEE JAKOBIK MOTIONED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 2020-08: A RESOLUTION DECLARING A STATE OF EMERGENCY FOR THE TOWN OF EMPIRE, TRUSTEE KOCH PROVIDED THE SECOND AND ALL WERE IN FAVOR. Effective immediately

Police Chief John Stein explained that the declaration allows us to be reimbursed for emergency expenses if needed.
Ordinance 258 - Amendment to Ordinance 251- An Ordinance Adopting By Reference The 2010 Edition Of The “Model Traffic Code For Colorado” For The Regulation Of Traffic In The Town Of Empire, Colorado And Allowing the Town of Empire to Regulate Speed Limits on Town Roads Within Town Limits.

TRUSTEE KOCH MOTIONED TO APPROVE ORDINANCE 258 - THE AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE 251- AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE 2010 EDITION OF THE “MODEL TRAFFIC CODE FOR COLORADO” FOR THE REGULATION OF TRAFFIC IN THE TOWN OF EMPIRE, COLORADO AND ALLOWING THE TOWN OF EMPIRE TO REGULATE SPEED LIMITS ON TOWN ROADS WITHIN TOWN LIMITS, ON FIRST READING, TRUSTEE TENNANT PROVIDED THE SECOND AND ALL WERE IN FAVOR. Public hearing is set for May 19th, 2020.

Adjournment
TRUSTEE KOCH MOTIONED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING, TRUSTEE TENNANT PROVIDED THE SECOND AND ALL WERE IN FAVOR.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:12 PM.
___________________________                      ___________________________

(mayor)                                                                (town clerk)
