TOWN OF EMPIRE

30 East Park Avenue –P.O. Box 100 Empire CO 80438-0100
303/569-2978 – 303/569-2282 fax
June 24, 2020
Planning Commission Minutes
Planning Commission Members Present
Chair-  Sue Hauser,  Sally Rush, Denise Tennant, Lorray Singmaster. Mayor Wendy Koch

Police chief John Stein.

Dan Volpe – Serene Wellnes

Approval of Agenda
MAYOR KOCH MOVED TO APPROVE THE REGULAR SCHEDULED PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA FOR JUNE 29, 2020, MS. SINGMASTER PROVIDED THE SECOND AND ALL WERE IN FAVOR.  
Approval of February 26, 2020 Minutes.

MS. RUSH MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FOR FEBRUARY 26, 2020, MS. TENNANT PROVIDED THE SECOND. MS. SINGMASTER AND MAYOR KOCH ABSTAINED FROM VOTING AND THE REST WERE IN FAVOR.

Approval of May 27, 2020 Minutes

MS. TENNANT MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FOR MAY 27, 2020, MS SINGMASTER PROVIDED THE SECOND AND ALL WERE IN FAVOR.
Public Comment
There was no public present.

Mayor and Commission Member Reports

Ms. Rush reported MATRIX is still in the process of finalizing the maps for fire mitigation in Clear Creek County.

Chief Stein suggested annexing just the right-of-way along US 40, three miles in each direction. We could possibly then annex the firehouse and UV plant. The police department would be busier, but there would be more revenue from the highway.  We would also have more influence with CDOT. The Planning Commission thought the idea was worth researching further.
Discussion of Potential Marijuana Business on the East End of Town – Dan Volpe

Dan Volpe brought in paperwork outlining the procedure for possibly selling the land on the east end of Town. Empire was given the land from the county, who acquired the land from BLM. BLM requires the land to be used for recreation and open space. The paperwork came from the county and Mr. Volpe interpreted it to say the land can be used for a purpose other then open space or recreation, if the owner, (Empire), pays BLM fair market value for the land. Ms Hauser will check with the lawyer and Mayor Koch will have CDOT start dumping dirt on the property to fill it in.

Mud Room 139 W. Park - Ryan Lafferty

The Planning Commission reviewed a rough sketch of an addition Mr. Lafferty is considering. The plan looks like it will comply with Empire Ordinance 170, but the Commission cannot approve the project until engineered plans are submitted. Ms. Hauser will send a letter explaining and attach a copy of the zoning checklist.

Improvements 71 N. Cowles – Ellen Feaheny

The Planning Commission reviewed some computer-generated plans Ms. Feaheny submitted for the property. She would like to leave the existing structure and build a second structure on part of the property. She wants to subdivide and build a second home on the west part of the property at a later date.  Ordinance 170 only allows for one residential structure. Ms. Feaheny would have to either incorporate the existing structure into her new structure or tear the old one down. The Commission cannot officially approve the project until engineered plans are submitted. Ms. Hauser will send a letter explaining the ordinance requirements and attach a copy of the zoning checklist.

Ordinance 231 Review Changes suggested in May 27, 2020 meeting.

The Planning Commission reviewed the last changes and believe the ordinance is ready to send to the Board of Trustees.

MS. RUSH MADE A MOTION TO SEND ORDINANCE 231- OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES TO THE EMPIRE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR CONSIDERATION, MS. TENNANT PROVIDED THE SECOND AND ALL WERE IN FAVOR.
 Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 7:50
_____________________________________   ___________________________
(planning commission chair)                                 (town clerk)
